
michael j stokely / painter



I am strongly influenced by atmosphere and ambience.  

My penchant for travel, unleashed a passion for colour  

and shape, line and form, structure and experimentation.  

I initially recorded my visual contemplations on coarse 

rough-edged paper using traditional tools, but my technique 

has evolved to a more technologically based mode of 

producing work. 

 

Movement has always been an inherent part of my practice, 

allowing me to easily transition to a new chosen medium.  

My digital canvas is free of the encumberments of tradition  

that are associated with the mores of painting.

 

My process consists of translating thoughts into documents.  

It is based on seeing beyond what is obvious, extracting 

elements from recorded spanning from the mundane  

to the unexpected. 

 

My work is non-representational, possessing an interpretive, 

emotive and expressive voice.

 

The depicted forms are softly contoured and refined,  

driven by intuition. Lines are drawn to create contrast, 

dynamism and energy.
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Quoting Carrie Jones: “The secret of happiness is freedom,  

the secret of freedom is courage”, a phrase that contains 

a great truth and describes the work of Michael, whose 

works arouse feelings of happiness and freedom, the artist 

succeeds to evoke these sensations thanks to his courage to 

express himself without hesitation and without conditioning. 

Encountering Michael’s works means enjoying moments  

of vitality, joy and freedom, but above all it means opening 

the drawers of one’s memory and the unconscious to give 

freedom to hidden memories and the ability to express 

oneself and get excited.

/ 	vanessa viti

	 art curator - art critic and journalist

	 M.A.D.S. art gallery

	 international art gallery

	 milan, italy

In Michael’s works it is possible to see the features of 

emotions, in them there are colors and shapes that give  

a face to feelings. The artist produces his works under  

the guidance of instinct, he is guided by the emotional  

hand of inspiration.

Michael’s works appear like a lighthouse in the night, they 

are a light that allows you to see and discover sensations 

and emotions. The viewer is struck by the evocative power 

of the colors, by the strong vividness of the colors and is 

pervaded by the positive energy that the works emanate. 

There are no dreams, no lines that give life to real shapes 

or figures, the only protagonist of Michael’s entire work is 

color. The artist through the use of color manages to create 

works of intense emotional value, they manage to assume 

a significant role for the observer. The expressive ability is 

a characterizing element, the works appear free, nothing is 

built or fake, there are no architects, there is only the hand 

of the artist who expresses himself and lets feelings and 

emotions leak out. Michael’s abstract artistic work frees 

itself from any form and becomes pure essence, leaving  

the observer free interpretation and emotion. 
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“	Colors, like features, follow the 

	 changes of emotions.”

	 / pablo picasso
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DM or email for inquires

 

All paintings copyright of michael j stokely

michaeljstokely@gmail.com
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